operating on the other hernia until after recovery from this operation. Owing to a little gastric disturbance the second operation was not performed for two months, and previously to the chloroform being given I warned the administrator, who had also been the chloroformist on the former occasion, to take especial care on account of the previous narrow escape. At the same stage of the operation apparent death recurred in a manner precisely similar to the previous occasion, with like treatment and fortunate result, followed, as before, by completion of the operation. This time we all were quite on the alert, and were thus able to make sure that it was a case of heart failure, the pulse stopping before respiration ceased.
operating on the other hernia until after recovery from this operation. Owing to a little gastric disturbance the second operation was not performed for two months, and previously to the chloroform being given I warned the administrator, who had also been the chloroformist on the former occasion, to take especial care on account of the previous narrow escape. At the same stage of the operation apparent death recurred in a manner precisely similar to the previous occasion, with like treatment and fortunate result, followed, as before, by completion of the operation. This time we all were quite on the alert, and were thus able to make sure that it was a case of heart failure, the pulse stopping before respiration ceased.
These two cases present the following identical features : (1) both were children within the age at which chloroform can be given with the greatest immunity from accident ;
(2) auscultation indicated a sound heart in each case ; (3) on each occasion a Skinner's inhaler was used ; (4) in neither instance was the operation commenced before the conjunctival reflex had disappeared ; (5) in each the first indication to the operator was blanching of the wound coincidently with the observation by the anaesthetist of sudden general pallor ; and (6) uniformly the cause of death and threatened death was cardiac failure. The differences between the cases are that while the fatal case showed no unfavourable symptoms until the end of the operation the other exhibited them at the beginning: the one had taken a quantity of chloroform and the other little ; the one had suffered loss of blood and shock from the operation and the other none.
These probably were the determining factors between death and recovery. On comparing with the "respiratory failure" dictum from Hyderabad the statistics of THE LANCET Commission appointed to Investigate the Subject of the Administration of Chloroform and other Anaesthetics from a Clinical Standpoint, one is struck by the enormous majority of reported primary pulse failures, which, together with the numerous cases of accident occurring in the very earliest stage of chloroform administration, indicate that much has yet to be learned of the causes of these calamities. The observations of Rosenberg and Guerin seem to throw on them some light, and their conclusion that respiratory and cardiac depression are due to reflex rather than direct action deserves careful investigation. Certainly, until such conclusion is negatived or confirmed the suggestion to avoid nasal inhalation or to neutralise the local effect of chloroforiri hy thorough cocainisation of the nasal cavity is worthy of universal adoption. That ether is so much safer than chloroform as to outweigh the great advantages of the latter has still, I think, to be proved after the honest tabulation of its delayed disastrous after-effects.
Reading.
NOTES ON A CASE OF COMBINED
SCLERODERMA AND RAYNAUD'S DISEASE. THE following case appears to me worthy of note as throwing additional light on certain edhes of scleroderma and indicating a possible etiological connexion between these and Raynaud's disease.
A married woman aged forty-four years sent for me on account of a hardening of the skin in various parts of the body, rheumatic pains in her joints, and attacks of " dead fingers." On examination I found that the integument of the face and forearms, and to a less extent of the arms, thighs, abdomen, and chest, was thickened and indurated.
It could not be pinched up from the subjacent tissues and the natural folds and wrinkles were for the most part obliterated. On the forearms, where the contraction of the thickened skin had gone so far as to painfully compress the bones and tissues, the colour of the surface was rather brown.
The appearance of the chest was white and cicatricial, whilst the epidermis of the legs and the lower part of the body was covered by coarse flakes not unlike psoriasis. The case was, in a few words, a well-marked one of that affection described by Fagge as scleriasis diffusa and now usually termed scleroderma.
In addition to these integumentary changes were arthritic lesions, many of the large joints, and notably the temporomaxillary articulations, exhibiting the coarse crepitus of arthritis deformans.
Perhaps the most interesting point. about the case. however, was the occurrence of frequently repeated syncopal attacks in the fingers and hands. These e attacks came on "twenty or thirty times a day" after the least exposure to cold.
The woman had suffered from syncopal attacks in one of the fingers of the left hand for many years. Three years ago she had an eruption of "heat lumps" on the arms, face, and legs, which itched and smarted considerably. These soon became blebs and lasted about six months before finally disappearing. One and a half years ago another eruption of "heat lumps" appeared on the forearms and legs, but on this occasion no blebs formed.
Accompanying those on the legs there was considerable oedema. These heat lumps had since this time frequently recurred, and gradually the skin had become hard, first in the forearms and then in the face, legs, &c.
At times the induration had spread, but the extension had been preceded by the appearance of the lumps. With the first occurrence of the " heat lumps " (one and a half years ago) she also began to have symmetrical vaso-motor spasms in both hands, and lately these phenomena have been very frequent. A few months later her joints became affected, and now she is. much crippled in her movements and has especial difficulty in mastication.
Regarding this case from a pathological standpoint it. seems possible that the scleroderma, which is anatomically a. simple overgrowth of fibrous tissue in the deeper layers of the dermis, may be due to a chronic inflammation resulting from an intermittent blood-supply. This vaso-motor factor may be also assisted by a want of proper trophic stimuli to the tissues affected-here the skin and joints. The initial heat lumps and blebs, as also the oedema, are all occasionally present in Raynaud's disease. Bristowe speaks of a. persistent eruption of wheals or erythematous tubercles, in connexion with which vesicles and blebs may be developed, as occurring in this latter disease. Another argument in favour of a vaso-motor explanation of scleroderma is found ir, the fact that both diseases occur in those classes of patients whose vaso-motor apparatus is very active-namely, women and young people. With regard to treatment the applicacation of warmth to the affected part as a preventive of the spasms, and galvanism with the anode placed in the hand and the kathode on the spine during the spasms might be tried. Medicinally, drugs producing arterial dilatation seem to be indicated.
Those, too, which are not too evanescent in their action should be chosen. My patient is at present on jaborandi and salicylate of soda and is taking fifteen minims of the tincture with fifteen grains of the salicylate three times a day. This treatment has produced no sudoresis at present. Jaborandi, however, I hardly consider the ideal drug as it is somewhat irritant to the kidneys, which in skin cases are apt to be irritable. Thyroid extract might be useful, as it certainly, in my experience, causes sudoresis and lowers blood pressure, and I intend to try this if there should be any spread of the disease under the jaborandi. Of course, when the fibrous tissue is once laid down its complete disappearance is very improbable. Massage, however, might render the skin more pliable.
Birmingham.
DURHAM UNIVERSITY MEDICAL GRADUATESt ASSOCIATION.&mdash;A large number of the members of this association resident in the metropolis dined together at the Caf&eacute; Royal, ltegent-street, on April 17th, under the presidency of Dr. Arthur H. Robinson, the President of the association.
The reunion was a pleasant one, and the association was honuured by the presence of several guests, the invitation having been extended to graduates of the University outside the association.
HOSPITAL FOR EPILEPSY AND

PARALYSIS,
REBGENT'S-PARK. -At the annual meeting of the governors of this institution the Earl of Carnwath, speaking from the chair, stated that the annual report showed an increase in the work and a diminution in the contributions. He referred to the fact that in four years the lease of the present building would expire, and a new building, involving the creation of a building fund of some &pound;10,000 or .615,000, would soon become a pressing necessity. He hoped that some munificent gift would soon be forthcoming towards this object.
